Department of Maryland

Minutes - 28 December 2008
Meeting opened by Commander Burtnick

15 in attendance

Adjutant

Minutes approved as corrected.
Quartermaster
Report accepted as read.
Department Commander
· Post 567’s Chanukah party at Leisure World “was fantastic”.  The Post collected toy donations.  Entertainment by singer-impersonator.

· The joint Chanukah party by Posts 117, 167, 888 featured a Klezmer band.  Approximately 150 were in attendance.  Admission was by toy donation.

· The 501(c)(4) initiative continued.  The Commander was in contact with the Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs, State Senators Zirkin and Delegate Jon Cardin to garner support for the bill in the 2009 legislative session in Annapolis.

· Construction underway at Fort Meade may include the relocation of the commissary and exchange closer to MD 175.

· Commander attended the retiree council at Fort Meade, The Military Order of the World Wars.  Plans to attend the January meeting of the Maryland Veterans Commission.
· JWV members filled in for staff on Christmas Day at Garrison Forest Veterans Cemetery.

· Commander was contacted by the daughter of Harry Abrams (deceased).  Mr. Abrams had been a member of Post 782 which was located in Bowie, Maryland.

· David Savanuck (nephew of the late Paul D. Savanuck) contacted the Commander.  He was on half way through basic training.  He will become a member of Post 888.  The Post carries his Uncle’s name.
· Names of the new VAVS representatives were submitted to JWV National.

· Proposals for changes to scholarship program were submitted to JWV 
National; however, the program still relies upon SAT scores.

Sr. Vice Commander

Excused absence
Jr. Vice Commander


S. Hiken, M. Levy, both members of Post 167 recently passed away.  Post’s Honor Guard conducted ceremony at funerals.  Approximately forty members of Post 567 were sworn in.
Judge Advocate

Absent
National Executive Committee Rep.

The next NEC meeting will take place in March at Crystal City, VA.

Post Reports

117 – The Post Commander is recovering from surgery.  The Chanukah party was a success.  Mrs. Norman Paul passed away.  The Post will no longer expend funds for death notices in newspapers.  Instead, tree certificates will be obtained through the Post from JNF.

167 – The Chanukah party sponsored by Posts 117, 167, 888 took place at VFW Post 521, Owings Mills.  Department Commander E. Burtnick, PPC M. Greenberg, Craig Rabinowitz, PPC M. Barrash, PPC Lou Seidel were commended by Post Commander Udoff for their help with the party.  The State of Maryland furloughed employees of the Garrison Forest Veterans Cemetery during the Christmas Holiday.  JWV members served in their stead.  The Klezmer band, Klemerized, which performed the Chanukah party, asked that in lieu of their normal honorarium, the monies go toward gifts for the patients at Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital.
380 – Absent

567 – Held Chanukah party at which approximately 180 attended and donated gifts for the patients at Children’s Hospital.  New members were sworn in.  Plans are being made for a trip to the Poconos in June.
692 – Held a joint Chanukah / Anniversary party on 7 December.  Approximately 37 attended.  John Barr attended.  Included was a display of the Post’s history and charter.  The 4 January meeting will include the induction of new members.  Jim Resnick will present information on home safety, an auction of watches, ties, etc.  The Post’s membership increased by 8-10 members, including those who transferred from Post 100 and in-service members.
[There was a discussion on the burial of Jewish personnel at Arlington National Cemetery and attendance by JWV members at funerals at Arlington.]


888 – Planning a trip to the U.S. Naval Academy and to D.C.  Members visit Perry Point VA Hospital.  
Museum

Improvements are well underway.  There was a discussion regarding the criteria for inclusion of content at the Museum.
New Business

None

New Business

None

Respectfully submitted, 


 _______signed__________

Marvin W. Barrash, Adjutant
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